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ight years ago, when I was appointed to Faith Journey Unit-
E ed Methodist Church, I had no idea what to expect. It was a

completely different experience; it was not just

good but very good, and it was good because of you.
At that time in my life, it was right where I needed to be. Sy
While this season of walking together has ended, when we look up ; PSALM 8:3- 4 =
at the stars, we can remember that we share the same sky, the same | omnn oy,
stars, and love and grace for one another. When we break bread to- WHICH THOU SAST ORDAINED,
gether in Holy Communion, even though we are in different places, | T mororme

we are connected to Christ and one another. THAT THOU VISITEST HIv:

Throughout my time with you, you have shown me that anything is
possible. I have had the privilege of watching a congregation grow
and become a faithful witness of what the Lord can do. I have bap-
tized your babies, married your sons and daughters, and had

the privilege honor of walking beside you and your families in the
most horrific of times.

You have also carried me and helped me understand who and whose I am. You helped me, Mary,
and Kiah through some of the toughest times of our lives, and for that, I will be ever grateful. Thank
you for showing love and grace even when I needed it most. Thank You.

This poem has been with me for a long time. I have read and reread it many times, and it only seems
fitting to close with these words from Elizabeth Alexander.

Praise Song for the Day (Elizabeth Alexander 1962) — A Poem for Barack Obama’s Presidential
Inauguration

Each day we go about our business, walking past each other, catching each other's eyes or not,
about to speak or speaking. All about us is noise. All about us is noise and bramble, thorn and din,
each one of our ancestors on our tongues. Someone is stitching up a hem, darning a hole in a uni-
form, patching a tire, repairing the things in need of repair.

Someone is trying to make music somewhere, with a pair of wooden spoons on an oil drum, with cel-
lo, boom box, harmonica, voice. A woman and her son wait for the bus. A farmer considers the
changing sky. A teacher says, Take out your pencils. Begin. We encounter each other in words,
words spiny or smooth, whispered or declaimed, words to consider, reconsider.

We cross dirt roads and highways that mark the will of some one and then others, who said I need to
see what's on the other side. I know there's something better down the road. We need to find a place
where we are safe. We walk into that which we cannot yet see.



Say it plain: that many have died for this day. Sing the names of the dead who brought us here, who
laid the train tracks, raised the bridges, picked the cotton and the lettuce, built brick by brick the glit-
tering edifices they would then keep clean and work inside of.

Praise song for struggle, praise song for the day. Praise song for every hand-lettered sign, the figur-
ing-it-out at kitchen tables. Some live by love thy neighbor as thyself, others by first do no
harm or take no more than you need. What if the mightiest word is love?

Love beyond marital, filial, national, love that casts a widening pool of light, love with no need to pre-
empt grievance. In today's sharp sparkle, this winter air, any thing can be made, any sentence begun.
On the brink, on the brim, on the cusp, praise song for walking forward in that light.

It truly has been an honor to serve as your pastor; you will forever be in my heart as a congregation

as you begin a new chapter in Faith Journey United Methodist Church’s story. God will be with you in
all things, in all ways. Do kingdom work in the faith of Jesus. Get up every day and SEEK the Lord,
walk out your door, and SERVE the Lord, and speak with the tongues of angels as you SHARE the
Lord with others.

In Christ,

o lniat 7414

Rev. Daniel J. Bradley

Hello Faith Journey Member,

At Sunday's service | announced the new pastor for Faith Journey. The presentation is below.

"As chair of SPRC - Staff Parish Resource Committee, I have been asked to announce our new pastor. But first I would
like to remind everyone that Sunday, June 14 will be the last service Pastor Dan will give at this church. SPRC members
are planning a social for Pastor Dan after the June 14 service. I hope you will be able to join us.

The announcement as prepared by our District Superintendent, Dr. Rev. Sherri Rood: It is my joy to share with you to-
day that Bishop Hector intends to appoint The Rev. Bill Mudge as the new pastor of our congregation. Pastor Bill will
begin his new responsibilities on August 1 of this year.

As a United Methodist congregation, we are a part of an appointment system. Our congregation’s Staff Parish Relations
Committee has met with the district superintendent, Rev. Rood, to identify our congregation’s needs and the skills need-
ed in a pastor for our context. We have also met with Pastor Bill to get to know him and to ask questions. Pastor Bill will
continue to work with us and the conference so that we continue to nurture disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world.

Bishop Hector, Rev. Rood, and the Upper New York Conference leaders will work with us to continue growing as a con-
gregation. I know you will join our bishop, Pastor Bill, SPRC, and me in helping to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world."

Biographical information:

Pastor Bill Mudge has served a number of congregations, most recently Baldwinsville and Liverpool United Methodist
Churches where Pastor Bill was instrumental in leading a new collaborative leadership team. Pastor Bill served as a Dis-
trict Superintendent of the Adirondack District for seven years. Prior to that, Pastor Bill served the Boonville Church,
CenterPoint Church plant and the New Creation Ministries Cooperative Parish. Pastor Bill writes: "I enjoy many ex-
pressions of worship from contemporary to traditional. I build relationships with people quickly and use those connec-
tions in my service to the congregation and in my preaching. I work in teams wherever possible. I believe "we" can
accomplish more and have more fun together than I can have alone." Pastor Bill is married to Shari Heck Mudge and
they have four children and seven grandchildren.




What's...
appening

JUNE:

June 5th & 6th — Mean Girls Jr., 7pm @
FJUMC

June 7th — Mean Girls Jr., 2pm @ FJUMC
June 12th & 13th — Mean Girls Jr., 7pm @
FJUMC

June 13th — Chicken BBQ Drive-Thru, 11am
@ FJUMC

June 14th — Mean Girls Jr., 2pm @ FJUMC
June 14th — Pastor Bradley’s last worship ser-
vice, social gathering afterwards

June 19th — Juneteenth

June 20th — Pancake Breakfast, 9am @
FJUMC

June 21st — Father’s Day

CHICKEN BBQ DRIVE-THRU

THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
We begin selling at 11:00 AM till sold out!
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Upcoming Dates: July 11th, August 8th, Septem-
ber 12th, October TBA

Saturday, June 13, 2026
11:00 am until sold out!

$8.00—1/2 BBQ Chicken and roll with butter
$12.00—1/2 BBQ Chicken, salt potatoes, baked
beans and roll with butter

Faith Journey United Methodist Church
8396 Morgan Rd. Clay, NY 13041

MONTHLY PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Saturday, June 20, 2026 at 9:00 AM
in the Upper Café area

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US! Bring
family and friends with you!

Please note: There is no cost to attend
this breakfast, but donations to continue
ministry are very much welcome and
appreciated

Faith Journey UMC
8396 Morgan Rd. Clay, NY 13041

tothe

p[&%c” June 14th, for Pastor
Daniel Bradley’s final
worship service at
Faith Journey UMC.

QFAIAE\X/ELL Join us next Sunday,
\
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Stay after the service for a social
gathering organized by the SPRC
committee to say goodbye to a won-
derful leader who has shepherded our
congregation with such grace and wis-
dom. Your teachings, sermons and
prayers have deeply impacted our
walk with Christ and strengthened our
faith. Just as you have been a bless-
ing to us, go be a blessing to others in
need of spiritual guidance. You will be
greatly missed at Faith Journey UMC.
May God’s blessing follow you boldly
into every new chapter!

Grief & Healing Connections Group

Faith Journey UMC is offering an in-person
grief support group facilitated by Cindi Besio-
Clement, LMSW. This group will provide a
safe and compassionate space for those going
through the painful loss of a loved one.

The group meets the second Thursday
of every month. The next group meet-
ing will be on June 11th at 11:00 am to
12:00 pm at Faith Journey UMC (8396
Morgan Rd. Clay, NY 13041)

) Come and join us for a time of
j sharing, education, hope and
healing!




11, Cradle & Beyond 2.0

7 N\_ 7778 Brewerton Road
C&ﬂ 2,0 Tuesdaysmre—% 7 pm Contact Information:

Wednesday 10 am - 4 pm Phone: (315) 980-8004
Thursday 10am -4 pm Email:Cradleandbeyond2@gmail.com
A—T—HRIFI—Y BOUTIQUE Saturday 10am -2 pm 7778 Brewerton Rd. Syracuse, NY 13212
‘ Welcome Summer: Welcome June

First and foremost, we would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Pastor
TP Dan, Mary, and Kiah for the incredible support, kindness, and care they have
\ shared with Cradle & Beyond. Pastor Dan has been reappointed to the
Cortland area and will be leaving in mid-June. On behalf of the entire CB
community, we wish you all the very best and know you will continue to do wonderful things.

June Promotions & Events

We have plenty of summer sandals and summer dresses in stock and are ready to celebrate the
season!

Celebrate Summer Dress-Up Week June 9—13 Enjoy 25% off all summer sandals and dresses
during this special summer promotion. We have also been incredibly blessed with donations—
many of them off-season items—we will be hosting two Off-Season Sales this summer.

Off-Season Sale #1 June 16-20 For one week, our sorting room will transform into a sales
floor featuring warm winter clothing and off-season holiday merchandise available at 50% off.

To wrap up June, we will celebrate USA’s 250th birthday with a fun and festive “Plinko Sale”
running June 27-July 4.

/N

R:<:

Looking ahead, CB will host weekly Wednesday Craft & Hotdog Events
throughout July—stay tuned for more details!

)@‘&\

Off-Season Sale #2 July 21-25

Appreciation & Store Updates

Thank you to everyone for working so hard to strengthen and improve our pricing practices.
Your extra efforts are truly appreciated. As we continue to welcome more customers and build
momentum, we will keep identifying ways to maintain consistency and ensure wonderful
shopping experiences for volunteers and customers. Maintaining consistency takes teamwork,
and we appreciate everyone working together!

RFH’s Hideaway Luncheon: We are planning an RFH’s Hideaway Luncheon in July!
July 17, July 24 and July 31 are being considered. Please let Beth know which dates work best
for you, and the final date will be announced in the July newsletter.

Keep being wonderful



- “A GREAT LEGACY”
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SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH - JUNE
- 2 Timothy 1:5

Paul wrote to Timothy, “I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy

grandmother Lois c;nd thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also
JUNE — Thank You for the Support
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I want to sincerely thank everybody for the outpouring of support
during this difficult time for me. My husband, Kyle got sick with

acute pancreatitis and needed his gallbladder removed, his sur-

gery went well, but his recovery did not. He experienced several

i@ ready
complications and ended up back in the hospital. After two days
in the ICU, there was nothing else they could do to save him and

he passed away on May Sth

iwas not

I am completely heartbroken and devasted losing my best friend
the love of my life and father to our sweet baby AJ, who is now 3 months old. Thank
you for all the calls, texts, cards, meals sent to my home, baby items, gift cards and
monetary donations raised on my behalf. I can’t get through this without the support

of everybody at Faith Journey UMC and Cradle & Beyond. I love you all so much for
the support, concern and care during this unexpected transition and immense grief

As I try to move forward and build a life without him, I am grateful for every single
one of you who continue to give me words of encouragement and offering support in

various ways. Please forgive any shortcomings as I try to adjust to life without my

partner of the last 14 years. Thank you again for all of the support I have received
over the last few weeks from my church family, it means so much to me

“Change for Change” Mission
BELLEVUEHEIGHTS  uRcH For May, we collected $25 to support the 4th Annual
BLESSINGS IN A Dash for Delaware. Bellevue Heights United Methodist
Church organizes Blessings in a Backpack for EVERY

an) BACKPACK

student at Delaware Primary School, which is just across the street from

Brown Memorial UMC. These backpacks are given out every weekend dur-
ing the school year to insure that children have food for the weekend.

BELLEVUE HEIGHTS

TRI N ITY For the month of June, we will collect for Trinity Assem-
bly of God and Immanuel Lutheran in Clay Food Pantries.

ASSEMBLY
CLAY - NEW YORK




JUNE SCRTPTURE WRTTITNG PLAN

what are Scripture
Writing Plans?

s

"You've kept track of
my every toss and turn
through the sleepless
nights, each tear
entered in your ledger,
each ache written in

Scripture Writing plans

your book."
-Psalm 56:8

are something you can

Each of the scriptures below takes ten minutes or less to copy out. | do every day and it will
Commit to spending ten minutes each day listening to God'’s voice | help you in your journey
and Connect with the word!

with God. Get your bi-

= .
IDay 1 - 1Corinthians 15:51-57 || Day 17 - Psalm 22:24 | ble out and write out the

IDay 2 - 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 ”Day 18 - Psalm 23:1-4 | scripture for that day.

Day 3 - 2 Corinthians 12:910 || pay 19 - Psalm 27:3-6 |

Day 4 - Isaiah 40:27-31 || bay 20 - Psalm 30:1-5 | Trisaproven fact that

IDay 5 - Isaiah 41:8-10 ”Da 21 - Psalm 34:15-18 | when you write some-

| Day 6 - Isaiah 43:1-4 4 I thing down is resonates

|DGY 7 - John 14:1-4 “Day 22 - Psalm 46:1-5 more fully than just
|| Day 23 - Psalm 73:21-28

|Day 8 - John 14: 25-27

reading it.
|Day 9 - John 16: 19-24 || Day 24

Psalm 119:49-50

Day 10 - Lamentations 3:31-33 ||Day 25 - Revelation 21:3-4 So. write it out and
Day 11 - Matthew 11:28-30 “Day 26 - Romans 8:16-18
IDay 12 - 1Peter 13-9 ||Day 27 - Romans 8:22-25 reality, this will also
13 - Psalm 18:1-5 - D6 ) } .
an 4 Psalml ‘o “D“Y 28 - Romans 8:26-30 help with memorization
a - Psalm 18:6- .
Y ”DC‘Y 29 - Romans 8:31-35 of the word of God and

IDay 15 - Psalm 18:10-15
IDay 16 - Psalm 18:16-19

|| ay 30 - Romans 8:36-39
”Bonus - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

|

|

|

| .

I speak those words into
|

|

: your daily walk with

Him.
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y Costco Lemon Blueberry Loaf

“This Lemon Blueberry Bread recipe produces a perfectly moist, flavorful and deli-
cious loaf of quick bread! Topped with a lemon glaze this easy bread recipe is a clas-
sic combination of tart, sweet, and bright flavors! Sure to be a new favorite! Serve
for breakfast with coffee, a mid-day snack, or even dessert!”
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NGREDIENTS  DIRECTIONS

Recipe by: Glorious Treats / www.glorioustreats.com/lemon-blueberry-bread/

1 1/2 cups all-
purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking
powder

1 teaspoon salt

1/3 cup unsalted but-
ter melted

1 cup granulated
sugar

2 eggs

1/2 teaspoon vanilla
extract

2 teaspoons fresh
grated lemon zest

2 tablespoons fresh
lemon juice

1/2 cup milk

1 cup fresh or frozen
blueberries | used
fresh

1 tablespoon all-
purpose flour

Lemon Glaze

2 tablespoons butter
melted

1/2 cup powdered
sugar

2 tablespoons fresh
lemon juice

1/2 teaspoon vanilla
extract

1. Preheat oven to 350*F and line a 9"x 5" loaf pan with parchment
paper (or lightly grease with butter).

2. In a medium bowl, whisk the flour, baking powder and salt, and
set aside.

3. In the bowl of an electric mixer, blend together the melted but-
ter, sugar, eggs, vanilla, lemon zest and lemon juice. Mix until well
combined.

4. While slowly mixing, add flour mixture and milk into two batches
(some flour, then some milk, then the rest of the flour and the rest
of the milk). Stop mixing as soon as it’s just combined.

5. Rinse off the blueberries (if using fresh) so they have just a bit
of moisture on them, then, in a small bowl toss the blueberries and
1 T. flour, this flour coating will help prevent the blueberries from
sinking to the bottom of your loaf while baking.

6. Add the flour coated berries to the batter and gently but quickly
stir, by hand, to combine.

7. Immediately pour batter into prepared pan and bake for 55-65
minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the center of the loaf
comes out clean. Cool bread in the pan for about 30 minutes, then
move to a wire cooling rack with a baking sheet below (to catch
the glaze your about to add).

8. Prepare glaze by simply whisking together the melted butter,
powdered sugar, lemon juice and vanilla, then pour glaze over the
loaf. Allow to set for a few minutes, then enjoy!

Prep Time: 25 mins.
Cook Time: 1 hr. 5 mins.
Yields: 10 slices of bread

Can this bread be frozen? Yes. Let the bread cool completely first. Then wrap in
plastic wrap, followed by foil and then place in a freezer safe airtight container or
ziploc bag for up to 3 months. Thaw in the refrigerator.

Can Il use frozen blueberries? Yes. Frozen blueberries can be used in place of
fresh blueberries in this recipe.

Can |l use a different type of berry? | haven’t personally tried other berries in this
recipe but many readers have successfully. Blackberries and strawberries seem to
be the best options.

How should this bread be stored? Leftover lemon blueberry bread should be
stored at room temperature or in the fridge in an airtight container for up to 3 days.




JUNE 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
GNAC, Mean
G{VAC' Mean Girls Jr., 7pm
Girls Jr., 7pm
9AM-12PM - PSC Karaoke, 9AM - 12PM - Workday
Workday @ New Building 1:30-4 @ New Building.
Chicken BBQ
GNAC, Mean Grief Support gﬁ;:ilr M;‘a’lr‘" Dnvc::;—ThIru, 11am
Girls Jr., 2pm Group, 11-12pm @ /P -until sold out @
FJUMC FJumc
PSC Group, 10-2 PSC Karaoke, GNAC. Mean
9AM-12PM - 1:30-4 Girls Jr., 7pm

Workday @ New Building

14

Pastor Brad-
ley’s final wor-
ship service,
social to fol-
low

15

PSC Group, 10-2

16

17

18

9AM-12PM -
Workday @ New Building

19

Juneteenth

PSC Karaoke,
1:30-4

20

Pancake Break-
fast, 9am @
FJumMcC

21

Father’s Day

22

PSC Group, 10-2

23

24

25

9AM-12PM -
Workday @ New Building

26

PSC Karaoke,
1:30-4

27

9AM - 12PM - Workday
@ New Building.

28

29

PSC Group, 10-2

30




For the month of June, Faith Journey
UMC will be collecting non-perishable

antry food items and monetary donations for

Trinity Assembly of God /

Immanuel Lutheran in Clay
Food Pantries

HEALTHY NON-PERISHABLE FOOD

Dried and
Canned Beans

S

= ‘5;‘-~ Nuts and Seeds Cahned Fruits

and Vegetables

Nut Butters

Protein and
Granola Bars

% € -1 Freeze-Dried
@, Meals

--------------------------------------------

We serve God through
mission, encourage everyone on
their spiritual journey and follow
the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Dot MR s

We create opportunities for all
to share their gifts and talents
and demonstrate openness,
acceptance and hospitality.

We seek God’s presence in our
lives, to help others in their
relationship with God and
to strive to see God’s work
through all people.

Office Hours & Location:
Tuesday—Friday

Faith Journey UMC Staff:

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
8396 Morgan Road
Clay NY 13041

Contact Information:
Phone: (315) 652-9186

E-Mail: fjoffice@fjumc.org

Website: www.fjlumc.org

Pastor Rev. Daniel J. Bradley
Maryna Mazhukhova - Musician
Jake Melnyk - Musician
Sara Mertz - Office Manager

Sean Townsend - Custodian




