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The Stepping Stone 

June 2025  

20꜡The young man said to him, "All these I have kept. What do I still lack?"  

21꜡Jesus told him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  

22꜡When the young man heard this, he went away sorrowful, for he had great posses-

sions.ò  

Rev. Francis Asbury, the first Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church from Au-

gust 7, 1771- December 7, 1815, wrote in his journal the following statement:  

"We live by faith in a prayer-hearing, soul-converting, soul-sanctifying, soul-

restoring, soul-comforting God." 
 

These words comfort me when I forget that God is still in the work of this world, despite 

what we do to one another. Faith is a real thing, and by Bishop Asbury's thoughts con-

cerning God's active presence through faith, we can find ourselves in the story of this 

world.   
 

Stories, from heroes to villains, wizards, and magical lands, have often fascinated me. 

The author always journeys through multiple plot lines and back stories that are impossi-

ble to duplicate in movies and television. When we see a movie or television show, it is 

through the interpretation (eyes) of the director, the script writers, and the producers. 

Back stories and plots are left out as well as characters and other information necessary 

to tell the whole story, yet we as a culture have been enticed by the motion picture before 

that is before us.   
 

Before television was introduced, information was only available through newspapers, 

radio, and the telegraph. With the advent of television in 1945 at the Chicago World's 

Fair, we became a visual culture in which the world was brought into the home. The Vi-

etnam War was the first war to show the carnage and the loss of human lives, both of our 

troops and the Vietnamese.   
 

My Mother and Father can recall where they were when they heard the news that John F. 

Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963. Subsequent assassinations of Robert 

F. Kennedy Jr., Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and the protests of the Vi-

etnam War, as well as the upheaval of burning cities, made it into our homes.   
 

I can still recall the Rodney King Beating in 1992 and the O.J. Simpson chase on live 

television as I watched from the lobby of the building I was living in. 
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Something happened when we turned from TV to the internet; we forgot the printed 

word's value. In the 21st century, everything is digitalðeven the books we purchase are 

mostly electronic and carried on our devices. I know this because that is how I experi-

ence what I can no longer experience by holding a physical book due to my vision.  
 

The scripture reference that I offered is one that should ring a bell. It is from a conversa-

tion between a wealthy and prominent member of the Jewish community who is con-

vinced that by knowing all that has been written by the prophets and the Old Testament 

laws, 613 to be exact, something was missing in his life: faith. The question posed to Je-

sus, "What must I do to inherit eternal life?"  
 

Jesus' response is priceless. He rattles off the commandments and instructs him to love 

his neighbor as himself and to give all that he possesses to people experiencing poverty 

and then come and follow him. It's not about rules or regulations; that's what religion 

and institutions are built on. It's about faith. Faith as Bishop Asbury reminds us, "We live 

by faith in a prayer-hearing, soul-converting, soul-sanctifying, soul-restoring, soul-

comforting God."  
 

If that isn't enough for us, then I don't know what is. The work of God in this kingdom, 

no matter how hard we try, cannot be focused on rules and regulations. It must be fo-

cused on faith, and that faith must become contagious. I have no desire to be a mega 

church pastor. My passion is only to have faith: to claim the promises of the resurrection 

in life and death. Even with all the noise in this world, this "éprayer-hearing, soul-

converting, soul-sanctifying, soul-restoring, soul-comforting God."  

 

Sees me for who I am; a beautiful mess just waiting to be restored so in faith, that I can 

share my story of plot twists, heroes, villains and magical lands with the world. One by 

one is my desire individuals may know the God that Bishop Asbury reminds us of is out 

there in faith and faith alone.  
 

I don't want to leave sad because of all that I fear losing; I want to live joyfully knowing 

that I made the world better because of faith. Give all you have, love your neighbor as 

yourself, and follow Jesus. Thatôs exactly what I am going to do.  

 

In grace,  

 

  

  

Rev. Daniel J. Bradley 
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Please join us to celebrate Kiahôs High 

School Graduation and to wish her luck as 

she embarks on the next journey and heads 

off to college! 

 Kiah Bradleyõs Graduation Party 
 

Saturday, June 28, 2025  

1:00 p.m. ñ 4:00 p.m.  

 

Kindly RSVP by June 15th to (716) 485 -

6250 or mkdjbradley@live.com  
 

Faith Journey UMC  

8396 Morgan Rd. Clay, NY 13041  

NEW IDEA: óYouth on a Mission: Monthly Events with Purposeô  

This is a laity-led initiative inviting all pre-teens and teens to come together each 

month for hands-on outreach and a chance to live out Scripture in meaningful ways. 

Itôs more than just a gatheringðitôs a movement. 
 

Juneôs Mission: Weôll be assembling care packages for Teen Challenge, a Christ-

centered program that supports men in overcoming addiction. As part of the experi-

ence, weôll welcome a graduate of the program to share their powerful testimony of 

recovery and redemptionðoffering our youth a firsthand glimpse into how God trans-

forms lives as we prepare the care packages.. 
 

July Missions: Teen Challenge Field Trip: In early July, weôll deliver the care packag-

es and get a closer look at the life-changing work God is doing there. After the visit, 

weôll reflect together on where we saw God moving.  
 

Meal Service at Brown UMC: July 13th, weôll prepare and serve a meal to those in 

need at Brown UMC. Youth will take part in cooking, serving, and connectingðthen 

gather afterward to share stories and reflect on how God was present in the experi-

ence. 
 

JulyïEarly August: FJUMC will host a school supply drive. YOM will organize and 

pack the donated supplies, then take a field trip to deliver them to local food pantries 

or schools. During the visit, weôll meet with someone from the site to learn how these 

supplies support children and families in need. 
 

This is bigger than FJUMC. Weôre inviting youth from other United Method-

ist churches and CB youth to collaborate and join us in this mission work. To-

gether, we can build meaningful relationships, deepen our faith, and be the 

hands and feet of Christ in our communities. 

 

Fellowship: Hotdogs, chips and water after church on Sundays beginning June 8th 
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W¦b9Υ 

WǳƴŜ сǘƘ ϧ тǘƘτ.ŜŜǘƭŜƧǳƛŎŜ WǊΦΣ тǇƳ Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ уǘƘτ.ŜŜǘƭŜƧǳƛŎŜ WǊΦΣ нǇƳ Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ моǘƘ ϧ мпǘƘτ.ŜŜǘƭŜƧǳƛŎŜ WǊΦΣ тǇƳ Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ мпǘƘ ς /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ..v 5ǊƛǾŜ-¢ƘǊǳΣ ммŀƳ-ǎƻƭŘ ƻǳǘ 
Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ мрǘƘτ.ŜŜǘƭŜƧǳƛŎŜ WǊΦΣ нǇƳ Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ мрǘƘτtŜŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
WǳƴŜ нмǎǘτtŀƴŎŀƪŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ фŀƳ Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ нпǘƘτΩ5ǳǘŎƘΩ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΣ мнΥол ǇƳ Ϫ wCIΩǎ 
IƛŘŜ-!-²ŀȅ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ tƘƻŜƴƛȄΣ b¸ 
WǳƴŜ нуǘƘτYƛŀƘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
tŀǊǘȅΣ м-пǇƳ Ϫ CW¦a/ 
WǳƴŜ нуǘƘτΩ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΩ {ŀƭŜ ŀǘ /ϧ. нΦл 
Wǳƭȅ моǘƘτaŜŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ .Ǌƻǿƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ¦a/ 

 
 

 

Fri. June 6th @ 7pm 
Sat. June 7th @ 7pm 
Sun. June 8th @ 2pm 
Fri. June 13th @ 7pm 
Sat. June 14th @ 7pm 
Sun. June 15th @ 2pm 

 

The ghost-with-the-most comes to the stage 
in Beetlejuice JR., the frightfully funny musical 

based on the beloved motion picture turned Broad-
way phenomenon. 

 

General Admission $20 | Senior $15 | Student $10 
Ticketor.com/GNAC  

 

8396 Morgan Rd. Clay, NY 13041 

CHICKEN BBQ DRIVE-THRU  

THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH  
We begin selling at 11:00 AM till sold out!  

Saturday, June 14, 2025  
11:00 a.m. until sold out! 

$8.00ð1/2 BBQ Chicken and roll with butter 
$12.00ð1/2 BBQ Chicken, salt potatoes, baked 

beans and roll with butter 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Saturday, June 21, 2025  
9:00 a.m. in the upper Caf® area 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! There is no cost to attend,  
but donations are appreciated! 

Faith Journey United Methodist Church  
8396 Morgan Rd. Clay, NY 13041 
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{ǘƻǊŜ ƘƻǳǊǎΥ  
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ             п ǇƳ - т ǇƳ  
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ     мл ŀƳ - п ǇƳ  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ          мл ŀƳ - п ǇƳ  
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ           мл ŀƳ - н ǇƳ  

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΥ 
  

 tƘƻƴŜΥ όомрύ фул-уллп 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ/ǊŀŘƭŜŀƴŘōŜȅƻƴŘнϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
ттту .ǊŜǿŜǊǘƻƴ wŘΦ {ȅǊŀŎǳǎŜΣ b¸ монмн 

Finally, summer seems to have arrived :) Happy June! 
 

We hope you all had a Happy Memorial Day weekend and enjoyed time with family and 

friends. We have to share record breaking news! Our last five bucket sale totals were: 

10/2024: 198 buckets (792 gallons of merchandise), Dec: 205 buckets (820 gallons of 

merchandise), Feb 2025: 192 buckets (768 gallons of merchandise), Mar 2025: 210 

buckets (840 gallons of merchandise) AND, are you ready for this!! 
 

May 2025: we sold 300 buckets equaling 1200 gal of merchandise.  

This yielded a profit of $1771.20 for the five days - Great job to everyone keeping up the 

donations and sales - it took all of us to make this happen! 
 

A small update on the addition - successful contact with the architect has helped us to be 

confident that we should have plans soon (fingers crossed). In addition, 

we are working on the best ways to design the flow of the interior space 

and canôt wait to have it up and running. 
 

C&Bôs next sale will be óChristmas in Julyô running June 28th - Ju-

ly 5th. In July, we plan to do our customer appreciation event - hotdogs 

and crafts on Wednesdays 12-1. In addition, we are planning details for 

a CB / FJUMC picnic in July - more details will be forthcoming.  

Come meet us for a óDutchô Luncheon at RFHôs Hide-A-Way Restaurant where 
everyone who attends pays for their own meal.  

 

Tuesday, June 24th at 12:30 p.m. 
  

Please RSVP to Beth Jordan (315) 657-5701 or bethjordanot@gmail.com by 
Saturday, June 21st so the restaurant can prepare for us!  

 

RFHôs Hide-A-Way Restaurant  
1058 County Route 57 
Phoenix, NY 13135 
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JUNE  
 

My family from North Carolina is coming in June 

and Iõm super excited to see them again and actually 

be there for my nephewõs birthday since I typically 

miss out on celebrating their birthdays. My cousin 

also had her first baby, Lyli ñsheõs absolutely adora-

ble! Itõs always a blessing to welcome another mem-

ber into the family, I canõt wait to finally meet her. I 

hope you all have a wonderful start to the summer 

and enjoy the sunshine!  

 

SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH - JUNE - òADVOCATESó 
 

άL ǳǊƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎǎ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƪƛƴƎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀŘ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜŀōƭŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

- м ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ нΥм-н 

�³�&�K�D�Q�J�H���I�R�U���&�K�D�Q�J�H�´���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� 
 

Change for Change brought in $90 in May for Erinôs Angels.  
 

�)�R�U���-�X�Q�H�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�O�O�H�F�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G���R�X�U���6�K�D�U�H�G���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���8�S�S�H�U���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�� 
�&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W���&�K�X�U�F�K���� 

 

Our ministry share payments are an expression of our covenant to be connected to mission beyond our indi-
vidual congregation, our ministry share payments become part of the United Methodist ñconnectional giv-

ingò system.��Thank you to all who contributed! - Linda Raulli 

�3�(�$�&�(���:�,�7�+���-�8�6�7�,�&�(���6�8�1�'�$�<�² ���-�X�Q�H������������������ 
 

The United Methodist Church uses this day to speak out for peace and justice. Our Social 
Principles call us to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as peacemakers in resolving 

conflict. We renew our commitment that to live into our mission of transforming the world, we must priori-
tize collaboration among nations, work to reduce the use and need for weapons, and foster just, equitable and 
durable solutions to the root causes of conflict. Contributions support programs that witness to Godôs de-

mands for a faithful, just, disarmed, and secure world. 
 

Fifty percent of the funds raised on Peace with Justice Sunday stay within the United Methodist Annual Con-
ference to enhance and support local social justice ministries. To sustain and build these efforts, many confer-
ences employ a Peace with Justice Coordinator. The Conference Coordinator focuses on providing education-

al resources, fostering relationships, and mobilizing networks for social advocacy and action.  
 

Fifty percent of the donations collected support national and international peacemaking ministries and grants. 
We strive to achieve peace with justice by collaborating with the World Council of Churches, interfaith 

and ecumenical organizations, and secular groups dedicated to social justice. 


